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Often referred as the Upanyas Samrat, Premchand courts
fige popularity among Hindi and Urdu readers. He lef
beliind a massive corpus of work which stretched over three
vital decades of Indian history: a period when countrymern
were vigorously fighlting against the foreign rule. Nothing
Short gf revolutionary in those times, Fremchand fostered thie
Independerice movernernt thirough his realistic literary works
which were based on the actual situations and conditions of
the lndian soclely ofthatl tirne. For/iiim, writing was anission
and in the course gf his literary career e passionalely
clung o the belief that no writer in a subject country could
afford the luxury of writing without a social purpose.
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Glimpses Of Patriotism In Munshi Premchand’s Writings

Like many other facets of Indian life,
British rule in India was instrumental
in affecting and shaping the course of Indian
literature also which displayed an acute awareness
of Indian nationalism during the British period.
Literature often yields insights into political events
in ways that traditional historical accounts cannot.
History tells us of war, rebellion, the process of
state formation and the major events but cannot
describe the complex human emotions that lie
behind them. Here literature plays a significant
role as it greatly depicts the emotional upheaval
the people of that time went through.

During the late nineteenth century, the
various regions of India began to share a common
purpose in reacting to the British presence in
their country. A nationalist movement gradually
grew in strength and became the inspiration
behind much Indian literature. Writers such as
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee (1838-1894) and
Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941) attacked
colonialism and created their own brand of
nationalism. Their literary works were on the one
hand, against colonial rule, and on the other, for
the glorification of India.

By the early 20th century,
occupied a significant role in the Indian national
movement. Among the writers Munshi Premchand
(1880-1936) holds a very special place. He was
born in British India and Indian Independence
movement was at its peak when he started his
writing career. His writings were hugely influenced
by the nationwide movement in which he often
expressed his support to the fight.

During the same period, Hindi literature was
heavily influenced by realism. In an important
way, the shift towards realistic writing was to a
great extent a result of the growing influence of
nationalist ideologies. Premchand was indeed
one of the greatest realistic literary figures of his
times. Born as Dhanpat Rai, he is credited with
turning kings, princess and religion based stories

literature

towards farmers and ordinary people.

In his short life, he penned over 14 novels
and 300 short stories in Hindi and Urdu. A true
exponent of communal harmony and social amity,
Premchand fuelled the independence movement
at mass level by articulating the aspirations of
native people.

Premchand created works that combined
social purpose and artistic excellence. In his
writings nationalism had entered the household
and a close association between the nationalist
movement and 'nationalist'
established. Not only the males but other members
of their families also became participants in
the struggle. Women became supporters of the
movement and many times also the citizen-
warriors defending nation.

households was

His first collection of short stories, Soz-e-
Vatan (1907), which was in Urdu, sought to inspire
the Indians in their struggle for political freedom
and support Purna Swaraj. His hero was a warrior
with a strong nationalist zeal. The Hamirpur
British collector, where Premchand was posted
as the Sub-deputy Inspector of Schools, labelled
the publication as seditious and proscribed it
in 1909. The British administration decided to
destroy all the copies of Soz-e-Watan. He also had
to face an inquiry but somehow managed to come
out of it. However, he was instructed to show his
writings to the district collector before he got them
published. Dhanpat Rai, then decided to change
his pseudonym from ‘Nawab Rai’ to ‘Premchand’,
to escape censorship.

The influence of Gandhi is evident in his
writings as he believed in the idealistic theory of
‘a change of heart' in the exploiters. His men and
women characters are imbued with the Gandhian
idealism and shakti. Premchand, the true son
of soil, left his government job in the year 1921
as a part of the non-cooperation movement even
though he had a growing family to feed.

In 1930 he launched a literary- political
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weekly magazine titled ‘Hans’ which aimed at
inspiring Indians in their struggle for freedom and
was known for its politically provocative views.
His idea of Swarajya and freedom had much
broader dimensions than just political. He was a
hard core socialist and for him freedom meant
social justice and equality. A character in his auto
biography speaks: "...won swarajya, for swarajya
is only an attitude of mind. As soon as fear born
out of slavery is exiled from your heart, you have
won swarajya. Fear is slavery and fearlessness is
freedom."!

This paper is an attempt to have a look at
his stories in the light of the then ongoing struggle
for freedom and the element of patriotism, which
of course was in abundance, in his short stories.
His extreme love for his motherland is woven so
wonderfully and naturally in his works that it
does not look preachy and goes naturally with the
flow of his narratives.

His patriotism and patriotic characters
have no age limits, he could be a ninety year
old man too, whose age could not fade his love
for his motherland at all. For instance, Ye Meri
Matrabhumi Hai is the story of an Indian who
returns from America at the age of 90. He is
attracted towards his motherland where he wants
to breathe his last after spending most of his life
in the other country. It is his extreme love for his
motherland which makes him leave even his most
loved ones (wife, sons and grandchildren) behind,
in America.

He fondly remembers his younger days and
his own land where he was going to visit after 60
years. He expresses that how nothing could ever
surpass his deepest love for his country and his
land has always been over and above everything.
He reveals, ‘' W@: ST9R Y&=al 3R M@l & FaeR
R off 3 foer esa o geht foran s on fop afg § e
29 ¥ B2

1. Gopal, Madan (2006), My Life and Times: Recreated from
His Works, New Delhi, Lotus collection, p. 176.

2. Ye Meri Matrabhumi Hai , Premchand Rachnawali, Khand:
11(1996), Delhi, Janvaani Prakashan Private Limited, p.25.
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He finds solace in his country’s spirituality.
Religious practice done by the women- folk and
morally strong men are portrayed as ideal. He
expresses, ''TEl H4 TR WIE ® 3@ o= UM W
TSI o 3@ FHF Al &le] W 9 M HA W9 ®@
HY AN T HE H Gord 9| w9 WY R faoe @m ®
¢ 3N @ @GR 95HT g ® 91 1Y w5y R St
g3l 3R § SR @ *e Sa1 - ‘¥, &, q€ W W 3w e,
T 9 ufe AEgfE ¥, 7€) A0 g 9Ra € SR Tl &
XAl foR T SE= T=11 of d sE &1 ufes gfa &
I TR B yae stfoeren €177

He builds a small hut for himself on the
banks of the Ganga and starts leading a simple
and spiritual life. He adds, ‘a4 &t 3R W g ar
A e € ; WR e H g T Al b1 de AR el
N I BIEHL Tl AL S Gehall AT fHed TS i
& grgm '

In the story Qatil, Premchand desires ideal
man to be honest, morally upright and someone
who is ready to sacrifice anything for the nation.
The story depicts the great amount of anger
amongst the Indian youths against the British
Government, wherein the only son of a widow,
whose husband had laid his life in the cause of
the country's freedom, joins the revolutionary
movement. Dharmvir, the hero believes, ‘T TR
BT 1 heed HY 4 9 ghHAD W a1 T BT @1 § Al
T TR I W AT T

The mother who had lost his husband just
ten years back dissuades him from carrying out
the assignment of murdering a British officer and
asks him to leave the revolutionary organisation,
but her pleas are of no use and this is what she
gets in reply, ‘g7 g1 ¥ e fean 7, 5@ H g =i
A erffa o Fepal 1 AAfeh 9Ra A 3 g I g <A
i & Sted fea & IR ST e Ged W9l ¥, 3R whiE
UH Gkl By e S TR ge WRa " R g & fog
IR Fed wE U @ F 39 N Fdem g oft g7 1 A
R @ | g T F, dAfeh qoaR R T W
el TR e § T fF ge § #E gEd oS e e
Hehcil| '

3. Ibid, p.28-29.

4. Ibid, p.29.

5. Qatil, www.gadyakosh.org/premchand
6. Ibid.
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Seeing him determined to go ahead with
his project, mother also joins the revolutionary
movement just to be with her son and gets trained
in shooting. The murder assignment is now joint.
She however, dissuades the son from firing at the
British Officer who, along with his wife, is going
out of his house in a car, lest the officer's wife is
injured. When the Officer is returning home all by
himself, she again dissuades the son. But he pulls
the trigger. The person who is killed, however, is
not the British officer, but the assassin's mother!
The story shows hero’s desperation and inclination
towards revolutionary ideas and activities when
nothing else seems to be working. Even widow
mother’s emotional teary eyed requests are also
not able to stop him.

Premchand at that early stage, when

women were mostly seen as recipients of male
protection and not as active participants and
stake holders
heroines to be warriors, brave and an inspiration
for their male counterparts.
women were not treated as a liability or passive
citizen. Premchand's women can not only protect
their honour but can fight bravely for their nation
also.
Anubhav portrays close intimacy between two
unknown families joined together only by the
nationalist bond between them. When a person is
sentenced to one year's imprisonment for offering
a drink to nationalist volunteers. Though his wife
feels proud of being a wife of a nationalist butis not
provided shelter by her immediate relations (her
father and father-in-law) due to the considerable
risk and embarrassment. To her refuge comes an
unknown family who is more than happy to have
her as a guest. The woman host is more steadfast
in her commitment and resolute to help her that
when the boss of her husband reprimands him
for shielding nationalists, she scolds her husband
for being meek and submissive. She takes the
position that home is her domain and no outsider
has a right of interference on its matters.

The two women characters around whom

in the nation, demanded his

In his writings,

omer

the story basically revolves might not be taking
active part in the struggle for freedom but are
true nationalist in nature and ready to sacrifice
for the country in their own ways. In the story,
Premchand beautifully presents the feelings of a
proud woman, whose husband is being tried for
nationalist activities, ‘' 3% a1 Td T & T T
ol o€ 3TN, HET W dS1 gl SAUSH IHER, Wl SRR
Tfeat oY U gferd & SwHEN, 99 O sfEl § ges Wi
Ted 9 .foaa wid, sifaafad, o9 SR wnfyae o v
Tfd off| Tenfq, fomrg =n v for s oft 7 ot 7=, 37wl
T TH THd 9 980 g, FARION, Al qge@he of|'"”7

When she is hesitant to take help and
shelter offered to her, the other woman protagonist
tries her best to convince her by saying, ‘‘ 3781 =l
R foran =i S M2 sufan ar fF 3= wEEasl w
Yk T o @ages S 27 & g9 O & aR ©,
S TR e o ® €1 wWEdeskl & ot a o aee
B, | 99 B, A oft @ FE FRER w e; W R
TS wed ® fou I=A T9 Hw @ G 1 u@ oW
HHR wH % g s sedt St | e fe S, sHent
it % <eHE @ off e ufes B ?1 W q@ W wgEn el
# W E, § ¥ W TgEH H @ g1

The story wonderfully expresses how a
common thread was binding all the nationalists
and their families of the country in the hour of
the need; they helped each other unconditionally
when even the immediate relatives backed off.

In many of Munshji's' stories like Holi
ka uphaar, Aakhri Tohfa, Ahuti and Patni se
Pati,
and ideal for the satyagrah movement. They are
even involved in constructive program and are
competent in picket lines.

Holi ka Upahar shows the patriotic
fervour woven beautifully in a love story. The
story relates to picketing of shops selling foreign
cloth. Amarkant is going to his would-be father-
in-Law’s house in the city. On a friend's advice, he
goes to buy a sari for his would be wife whom he
does not recognise. As the sari that he purchases

women appear committed, courageous

7. Anubhav , Premchand Maansarovar, Bhaag: 1(2010), Delhi,
Medha Books, p.223.
8. Ibid, p.228.
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to impress his lady is foreign, he is mobbed by
volunteers who picket the shop. They take away
the sari and he stands baffled. Comes a girl who
is one of the volunteers. She gets it back but
keeps it herself, promising to persuade his wife
to give up using foreign cloth. As she takes down
his address, it is revealed that he is none other
than her husband-to-be, whom, of course, she
has never seen. Upon this revelation, the young
man realising his grave mistake not only makes a
bonfire of the sari in front of her but also joins the
volunteers in picketing the shop selling foreign
cloth. He is consequently arrested on ‘Holi’ day.
His would-be wife comes forward and garlands
him as he is being whisked away.

The author presents the scene very lively,
“3I9% TU H Tk goHren off, I w1 R Een ol 3§
W FEH Tg FWHA & T H o 1 el ¥ Fe iR
T fF T IS Tuh uh Al welt W g€ gl off, wE
Biell 1 @R e om’’'9

Similarly Akhiri Tohfa also echoes the
times of the boycott of foreign goods. Amarnath,
a swadeshi-wearing man wishes to please his
beloved, Malati, who wants a foreign-made silk
sari. He surreptitiously enters the only shop of
foreign cloth and purchases a sari. He is pursued
by women volunteers, one of whom takes away
the sari, undertaking to persuade his lady to give
up foreign clothes.

The volunteer says, P;gki rks mu yksxksa
esa Is gSa fd vxj fons'’kh nqvk Is eqfa Hkh feyrh
gks rks mls Bqdjk nsaAf310 This statement
wonderfully expresses the exceptional love for the
country and at the same time extreme hatred for
the foreign goods.

Further says the volunteer, ‘* 39 vi9 98 @
ST BIeRT 3191 o el Soe di 5@ gial ?1 <9 fon e
Tl ®, M w1 el 8 fheran, o W wifed @i
W@ T1'" After hearing all this he is ashamed but
cannot refuse his lady love who is desperate to get

9. Holi ka Upahar, Premchand Rachnawali, Khand: 14(1996),
Delhi, Janvaani Prakashan Private Limited, p.484.
10. Akhiri Tohfa Premchand Rachnawali, Khand:
Delhi, Janvaani Prakashan Private Limited, p.503.
11. Ibid, p.503.

14(1996),
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a silk sari from him as a gift.

Next day there is an argument between
Malati and the volunteer. Malati browbeats the
volunteer and keeps the sari. Amarnath is pained
at the way things take shape. He wants Malati to
give up the sari and, when she refuses, tells her
that this is the "last gift" from him.

This way his stories show the time when
the human relations were determined by the
patriotism. Sharing the same feeling for the
country had become a determining factor of the
relations. The two characters very much in love
could be separated if one of them did not show the
same respect for the country’s ongoing struggle.
Ahuti, is another love story woven around
patriotism. The girl falls for the boy who is a
nationalist volunteer but financially ordinary
rather than falling for a rich and academically
bright boy. The story reflects the temper of the
times when students left colleges and schools to
join the non-cooperation movement, and being a
nationalist was termed no less than being heroic
and noble.

From among a group of two class-fellows
and a girl student, to whom both are attracted, the
poorer one, Vishwambhar, joins the movement.
While taking a plunge into the movement, he
leaves a letter for Anand (the richer one), which
truly portrays the mental state of a common youth
of that time - ‘& w=a € f & <t & <1 @1 € 9
™ fau o 7 &; | 71 9 ®F @ wfg g9 @i fo
ST @ 21 H S T AR WS g, S dte S sTeH
T T A R WA € U TR Awd W Jar 1S
gt @ 59 W eud wih ?; sfeel § WS 9w €,
A W fow oft o9 wE gow gnt T& R H e R et
AT 1 #IE 7T&l % Wehall 3 Sooid ol TaTel & 31 goord
et e 1 Hwehar T B Tehel' "

On the other hand, Anand points to the
dangers and hopes to take advantage of the
situation to win over the girl, Roopmani. He asks
Roopmani to dissuade Vishwambhar, but the
latter looks down with contempt on a degree which

12. Ahuti, www.hindi.pratilipi.com
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could at the most get him four hundred rupees a
month, as against the freedom of the nation. He
says,“ﬁigmﬁaﬂwtﬁl%ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂﬁl TH W B
off d T 1 AR Tgd g a1 dF G” G q SIS
TS o=l FEl A THeRT St €12 Hgul 91 Rl TR,
TA HEM B & foau W S ot 39 o= 9§ el seas
21'3 This conversation with Vishambhar opens
Roopmani’s eyes.

Vishambhar goes out to the villages and is
sentenced to two years' imprisonment. Roopmani
is happy to see his name in print in newspaper and
has little respect for Anand. She is so impressed
and influenced by Vishwambhar that she also
starts following his ways.

When Anand ridicules Vishambhar’s
sacrifice she rebukes him by saying, ‘‘f§= @rt 3
I® W # e gEet @ B, S g W @ ot 9 gwen
g, Si fop o e & foag qu feifal W W % @ e
9 8 o forg iR ot wra wwe, § T wwed e

Another story Patni se Pati shows a
difficult situation of a wife (Godavari) whose
husband loves foreign goods and is a hard core
loyalist of British Government while she is a true
nationalist from her heart and soul. But ironically
she has to use and wear foreign goods and clothes
bought by her husband against her own wishes
and with a great amount of guilt in her heart. But
she anyhow could never muster the courage to tell
this to her husband. She admires the nationalist
volunteers for their patriotism and for wearing
swadeshi. She herself wants to wear swadeshi but
is not allowed to.

Seeing the Holi bonfire in front of the
ground of her house, where people are burning
foreign goods and clothes she feels trapped in the
luxurious house which has everything foreign and
no swadeshi atall. She feels like burning everything
in the bonfire but the foreseen displeasure of her
husband stops and forces her not to do so.

When her husband condemns the boycott
and bonfires of foreign clothes, and favours
the British Government, Godavari musters the

13. Ibid.
14. Ibid.

omer

courage to question him- 'T® 197 wEAl &1 S
TAE Tl SA1? LB Bl T o fhet gEd Sfd % [am
T H T WA 9Rd| T Th e & fau ag asen
for o =& & a8 T Ui ¥ B & fod WER #
M T L AT B A W ST HBL2 5

But to her disappointment her arguments
are of no importance for her husband. Eventually
she listens to her conscience and decides to go
with her own wishes. She visits the nationalist
function held by Congress while her husband
wants her to go to a flower show.

During the Congress’s function when
everyone is donating money for the country’s
cause as per his or her own capacity, Godavari is
shaken to see that even a blind poor who earns
money by singing throughout the day in streets
and hardly manages his daily bread, comes
forward to donate his hardest earned coin for the
sake of the country. The Chairman of the function
in his moving speech makes special mention of
him- %% sffel & 5@ ©w 90 % wma fed ok & T TR
T Y FHH TR AER BT TH W H G foEE wnie @ el
o werufd AR @i 2, @ g9 e T fawm o+ gl e Aem
BN T % e T e 1 e IgR HF H Gehdr B0

The intense patriotism in her makes her
protest against her husband who had to leave his
government job because of Godavari’s nationalistic
acts. The rebellion of a wife against her husband
shows the intense spirits of the times.

Taavaan also portrays the conduct of
the movement for the boycott of foreign cloth. A
merchant(Chhakaudi Lal) breaks the Congress
seal and sells cloth for ten rupees, in order to
get treatment for his wife who is lying ill. The
Congress Committee fines him one hundred and
one rupees. The merchant is poor and requests
for exemption but the Congress chief says that
an exemption to him would necessitate similar
exemptions to others also. The merchant's wife
is agitated and offers to stage satyagraha and die
before the Congress office. But when she comes to

15. Patni se Pati , Premchand Rachnawali, Khand: 14(1996),
Delhi, Janvaani Prakashan Private Limited,p.334.
16. Ibid.337.
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know that there are others also who have suffered
for the country's freedom and are worse off. She
tells the husband to mortgage the house and to
feed the children and take a pledge not to break
the Congress seal and sell foreign cloth. She says,
“¥ Het died @i w7 M| SRR dl w od fuen |
mLLH S € R SURR R S W R R T,
dm gel 8, s 4 # WSS ewR SeH St S ®©
g, fhd M @ 7 T, A TS S IR W S
217

She further adds, ‘%% a1 =% f& foar 7 41
e o S get BN, G € Em O o= q@ '@
T 1AW H A e T € et e s w9
off TUE B BW A WA, <9 A gt wm'e

The story shows a time when even a
bedridden lady refuses treatment of her ailment
at the cost of the Swarajya for the country. Though
she is not actively participating in the movement
but she is no less than a warrior.

Another story Gulli-Danda shows author’s
immense love for each and everything that
belongs to his country. The very special feature of
this story is its strong message of ‘Swadeshi’, in
a very easy and simple way. Munshiji expresses
his great fondness for the native games, especially
Gulli-Danda, which he thinks is better than any
other foreign games and urges countrymen to opt
for it , *‘ faentadt Tell & wad e o § o S% wwH
WET B €1 N9 qh HH U HH Th Hehgl A @H Hifed,
faenteal & yAR =& 81w g6l ool <o € S fae fgn
el & @ T 3@ 7; W W ST AN B 9 @
far e ® © for oroelt el =il @ el e e R whell
¥ U dgh ¥ TH-9R T93 9l sad S foh ®id
ot St %, et w5 A A g R R g feer s
o1 < FIE % T 9N B ST B 3 o § e
T EE e

Munshi Premchand’s literary works
brought out that how during that period;
patriotism had become a religion and an integral
part of the day to day life of the people. After going

17. Taavaan, Maansarovar, Bhaag: 1(2010), Delhi, Medha Books,
p.248.

18. Ibid, pp.252-253.

19. Gulli-Danda , Maansarovar, Bhaag: 1(2010), Delhi, Medha
Books, p.143.

through his stories one comes to know that the
loyalty towards nation knew no boundaries of
age, gender, class or community. People from all
walks of life and of all ages had put their heart
and soul for the noble cause of emancipation of
the motherland. The simplicity and clarity in the
language makes his literary works so lucid and
absorbing that while reading them the emanation
of a strong sense of zeal and attachment for the
country is inevitable. Scenes are so lively depicted
that a reader actually ends up going through the
same emotions which the characters undergo.
Premchand’s contribution towards the national
movement through his writings was enormous
and certainly must have inspired many to join the
movement, during the critical phase of freedom
struggle.

400

(Continued from Page No. 16)
Believing

Seeing is

30. Note here that ‘passiko’, lit. ‘see’ (<passa, imperative mood)
stands for the imperative ‘know’ or ‘understand’. Cf. SN 4.3.1.

31. Cf. paccakkha (clear, evident, perceptible to the sense: DhsA
254, PvA 125, Sdhp 416), paccakkhato (from personal
experience: J 5.45; 1.252; 3.168),paccakkhena (personally:
J 1.377), and appaccakkhaya (without seeing or direct
perception VM 532). Davids: 383.

32. M.2.127"“yosabbanniisabbadassaviaparisesamianadassanam
patijanissati”. Cf. A. 4. 428-429, M.1.111.

33. Noteworthy is that the English agent noun'seer’(lit. one
who sees, Sanskrit darsavant, Pali dassavin) is knownto
denote‘’prophet’ or ‘one having clairvoyance’ (and thereby
‘wiser’ than others). In Celtic *wid-, it is seen preserved in
the sense ‘seer’ as observed in the compound nouns such as
*dru-wid.

34. PM. 1.131-132.

35. ‘Omni-scient’, the English rendering of the Pali term concerned
here,contains the lemma‘-scient’ (< Latin scire — to know)
derived from the PIE root *skei- (to cut off, to discern),from

which the Sanskrit equivalent \/chid too descends, but which
is not related to the act of ‘seeing’. Nevertheless, the German
equivalent of English ‘omniscient’ is ‘all-wissend’and consists
of the German derivative of the PIE *weid-. Cf: Pokorny: 919-
922.

36. Cf. DA 1.22, PM. 2.244, V. 2.178; Cullaniddesa 235:
“yavatakam gneyyam tavatakam ghanam”,V 3.91: “yam ghanam
tam dassanam yam dassanam tam giianam”.

“All things visible are knowable as well as our knowledge is
based on empirical grounds”.Davids:287-288.
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