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(Continued from Page No. 21)

Ramanujan refers to the origin of above stated
poem:

My poem, too, talks about some Indian
attitudes to the Indian past, with which I was
somewhat despondently preoccupied at the
time. I had felt that Sanskrit itself and all that
is represented had become an absence, at best
a crippling and not an enabling presence, that
the future needed a new past. Many things have
changed since then and so have I. But the mood,
the relation to what a God Murugan means, is a
real one, and I hope it speaks not only for me.

(Ramanujan 140)

Ramanujan's poetry is a remarkable
blend of emotion and reason, head and heart. He
is a victim of cultural ambivalence and personal
dilemma but he is an invaluable asset to Indian
English poetry. Being a distinguished poet, his
poetry comes largely on his family and relations,
on his Indian association, mesmerizing lineage
and sensibilities. Despite his death in 1993, he
will always be recognized as a technical artist
with perfect balance of tradition and modern.
His observations for Indian life and culture are
unparallel. His poetry has modern themes rooted
in Indian cultural traditions. His continuity is that
of T.S. Eliot's ‘Tradition and Individual talent'
which says that every new text added to a tradition
will both alter and confirm that tradition.
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