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the subject but the state of 'being unmarred'.

(4) She fathered her child.

(5) He mothers his child.

Here the nouns father and mother have been
used as verbs and we see that in the case of father the
male feature in the Noun has been retained. But in the
case of mother the selection restriction has changed
and the verb can take both + Female and - Female
subjects. How then is 'mother" to be entered in the
TG lexicon? With clashing features or as two different
entries?

The latter solution would mean that the item
is being treated as a case of absolute homonymy,
and we have seen that this is a counter - intuitive
notion. Besides, the N and V forms are very obviously
semantically related and it is the lexicologists; task to
bring out this relationship. We can attempt to do this
in terms of semantic components. Fathering' a child
has a very specific meaning and hence very specific
selection restrictions. But to be a 'mother’' to a child
inherently encodes the feature BE LIKE (a) MOTHER
and it is the presence of this feature which makes the
grammaticality and acceptability of (5) possible.

Metaphorical creativity, thus, is an integral
part of a speakers' competence and the theory should
reflect this principle of metaphorical extension by
finding some way to show how different senses of a
homophonous (or homographic) item are related. This
is, polysemy will need to be maximized and systematic
account of it will have to be given in terms of transfer
of semantic features.

A significant implication of maximizing
polysemy is that theoretical priority is given to a
speaker's ability to recognize relatedness of sense more
readily than unrelatedness of sense. The alternative
approach of maximizing homonymy, apart from other
serious methodological disadvantages, would be
counter- intuitive in that is does not reflect any basic
psychological process- and this is only to be expected
for the principles of organization of a language will not
readily tolerate the existence of identical forms which
can crated irresolvable ambiguity.

Maximizing polysemy has the added advantage

of considerably reducing the amount of idiosyncratic
information to be relegated to the lexicon, thereby
lessening the amount of learned material and aiding
the process of easy and natural recall.
Notes- Weinreich (1966) too, has briefly dealt
with the notion of transfer of features, but his
treatment of it differs somewhat from the scheme
we have outlined (cf. Biswas (1981) for further
discussion).
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