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we are determined to foment a rebellion and will not
hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have
no voice or representation.

That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a
truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no
dispute ; but such of you as wish to be happy willingly
give up - the harsh tide of master for the more tender
and endearing one of friend. ...Men of sense in all
ages abhor those customs which treat us only as the
servants of your sex".

This is President John Adam's reply-

"...But your letter was the first intimation that
another tribe, more numerous and powerful than all
the rest, were grown discontented. ...We know better
than to repeal our masculine systems. Although they
are in full force, you know they are little more than
theory, we dare not exert our power in its full latitude.
We are obliged to go fair and soft and, in practice, you
know we are the subjects.

We have only the name of masters, and rather
than give up this, which would completely subject us
to the despotism of the petticoat".

Appeal to median”

. Don't sensationalize the gender related issues,
but sensitize the people. We need to change our
mindset. Of course this sensitization has to be both
ways, as gender sensitization is not a matter of choice
for one-half.

. There is a big gap between the law regarding

empowerment of women and the actual implementation

of the law. And here media can play a socially

responsible role by exposing the lapses and helping
in bridging that gap.

. Another point to be noted here is that media

and civil society are complementary to each other,

and join hands in their efforts especially when it
comes to fulfill their social obligations. Actually media
constitute not only Fourth Estate and watchdog, but
also functions as a civil society

Lastly, women must remember what Sarojini

Naidu once said: 'Let women feel that what they are

today is because they deserved it and not because they

were given any special treatment". But still they have
miles to go. They are equal in number. Why not equal
in power?
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